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U.S. Central Command statement on Yemen
raid
Release No: 17-049 Feb. 1, 2017

February 1, 2017
Release Number 20170201-01
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

A team designated by the operational task force commander has concluded
regrettably that civilian non-combatants were likely killed in the midst of a
firefight during a raid in Yemen Jan. 29. Casualties may include children.

The ongoing credibility assessment seeks to determine if there were any still-
undetected civilian casualties in the ferocious firefight that also claimed the
life of Navy Seal Team Chief Special Warfare Operator William “Ryan”
Owens and wounded three other U.S. service members.

The known possible civilian casualties appear to have been potentially
caught up in aerial gunfire that was called in to assist U.S. forces in contact
against a determined enemy that included armed women firing from prepared
fighting positions, and U.S. special operations members receiving fire from all
sides to include houses and other buildings.

This complex situation included small arms fire, hand grenades and close air
support fire. Analysts are carefully assessing whether additional non-
combatant civilians that were not visible to the assault force at the time were
mixed in with combatants.

The raid resulted in the seizure of materials and information that is yielding
SR IuABNEIAEs!1GeT$E8t0  help partner nations deter and prevent future terror
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attacks in Yemen and across the world.

“Al-Qa’ida in the Arabian Peninsula has a horrifying history of hiding women
and children within militant operating areas and terrorist camps, and
continuously shows a callous disregard for innocent lives,” said Col. John J.
Thomas, U.S. Central Command spokesman.

“That’s what makes cases like these so especially tragic.”

| uscentcom
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B)(1),(b)(5),5ec. 1.4(a),Sec. 1.4(d)

Sir, I will stand by for feedback and guidance as this moves forward.

Very Respectfully,

Cruig

(b)(6)
From: Votel, Joseph L GEN MIL USA USCENTCOM CCC(Q

Sent: Thursday, Junuary 26, 2 -
To: Faller. Craig RADM SD 4(b)(6) mil>: Dunford, Joseph F Jr Gen USMC JS (US)
l(b)(6) Jmil>

Ce: Whelan, Theresa M SES OSD OUSD POLICY (US) I(b)(G)
Kenneth B SES 1 "W %

mil>; Handelman,
nmil>; Selva, Paul J Gen USAF

; Mayville, C Ir LTG USARMY IS ODIS (US)
mil>; Dolan, John L. Lt Gen USAF JS J3 (US)

15 ocics (us) |[(b)(6)

mil>; Ferrell. Terry R MG MIL USA USCENTCOM CCDC-DC-COS

Y Inil>; Stearney, Scott A RADM MIL USN USCENTCOM CCJ3
(b)(6) il>; Miller. Austin Scott LTG USARMY SOCOM I1S0C (US)
| ST JTS: TITonnis. HIL USAF USCENTCOM CCCI
|”’3VmJ .mil> (b))

Subject: 1SL SHABWAH Bi-Lateral Raid

Classification: SECERET

Mr Secretary und Chairman,

Thanks for the quick work on securing authorities for our Shabwah CONOP.

(b)(1) Sec. 1.4(a)

17-L-0705/JS/038
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(b)(1).Sec. 1.4(a)

1 will ensure that my PAQ is reaching out to yours to ensure proper coverage.

We will keep you informed on execution of this first raid and then give you a heads-up as we prepare to execute
other portions of this CONOP in support of the UAE-led coalition that is orchestriting these operations in Shabwah.

Vr,

Votel

Joseph L. Votel

General. US Army

Commander, US Central Command

HQ, USCENTCOM
7115 South Boundary Blvd

MacDill AFB, FL 33621-5101

(b)(8)
(b)(8)

17-L-0705/JS/039
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— Mal USMC JS OCJCS (US)

From, S o' USAF 1S OCICS (US)

Sent Friday, January 27, 2017 549 AM

To: Crandail, Darse E Jr RDML USN JS OCXCS (US)

Cc i5 Pentagon DoM List LC Bridge; [ :Co' UsMC s DOM us)
Subject: FW: (SHSHSHABWAH AND BAM INTELL SHARING

Attachments: TAB A - Support 10 UAE Shabwah Ofiensive FINALDOCX; TAB B - DoD Operational

Propesal to Support UAE Shabwah Offensive FINAL _docy, CENTCOM BAM FCO - UAE
Intel Sharing 15 Nov 16 (v3).pptx; UAE Assurances.doox

CLASSIFICATION: SECRET—

Sir

FYSA - good rundown on Shabwah from Mike d'A.

V/r

Cal, USAF
Principal Deputy Legal Counse!
Office of the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff

NIPR:

SIPR:

JWICS:

coOMM:

SVOIP: q
TSVOIP/NSTS:

moeiLE (unaas): (S
*MOBILE (SECRET):
(*must be enabled - send NIPR email, or text to UNCLAS mcbile first)

CLASSIFICATION: SEEREF

-----Qriginal Message——
From: d’Annunzio, Michael A SES OSD OGC (US)
Sent: Thursday, January 26, 2017 7:13 PM

To: Koffsky, Paul S SES 0SD OGC (US) :
Cc: Ailen, Charles A SES OSD OGC (US)

Davidson, Ellana V SES O5D OGC (US)

Qv 0SD OGC (US)

TV 0SD OGC (US) : Col USAF OSD OGC {US)

17-L-0705/JS/240
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(S T 4 14Y OSD OGC (1)
R QY OSD 0GC {US)

CIV OSD 0GC ; JS Pentagon DoM List LC Bridge

Subject: FW: 5] (S) SHABWAH AND BAM INTELL SHARING

—“SECRET
Paul, others,

An end-of-day informational update on some recent Yemen-related decisions and discussions follows.

Last night the President approved a DoD proposal, along the lines of the attached Word documents, to conduct and
support the UAE in conducting certain counterterrorism operations in Shabwah, Yemen. The record of the President’s
appraoval is currently only found in the CICS email below; 'm told a further email from a White House official might

foliow.

Following that decision, and in preparation for taday's 1400 Deputies Committee meeting on Yemen and South Sudan,
at NSC Lega! convened an interagency lawyers' call to discuss implementation of the President’s decisions.

The key points of lawyers' discussion were:

(b) (1) (A), (b) (5)

| understand that the first U.S.-UAE raid in Shabwah could occur tomorrow night Yemen time..

Mike
2

17-L-0705/JS/241
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Mike d'Annunzie

Attorney-Advise
pentagon L(0)(6) |

sTE|(B)(6)

vosIR)
prsn |(P)(E
NSTS

siprzur)(e) I

jwiesi](b)(6) |

e Qiginal Messsge -

From: Dunford, Jeseph F br Gen USMC JS (US}
Sent: Wednesday, January 25, 2017 9:29 PM
To: Votel, joseph L GEN MIL USA USCENTCOM €CCC |(D)(6) ]

Cc: Selva, Paul ] Gen USAF JS 0CJCS (USY(D)(B) | Mayville, William C ir LTG USARMY JS 00JS
{us) |(b)(6) [ Dotan, John L tt Gen USAF J5 3 {US) {(P)(6)

Marrs, James R Maj Gen USAF JS 2 {US) |(B)(8) | McKenzie, Kenneth F Jr LtGen USMC IS JS
{us}|(b)(6) I

Subject: (S) SHABWAH AND BAM INTELL SHARING

CLASSIFICATIONSECREF
joe-

Just back from the WH ... POTUS approved both requests. SD wili make Hilf calls in the morning and we’ll get you an
EXORD. Good hunting ...

VR
Joe

CLASSIFICATION: SECRER

DERIVED FRGM : Multiple Sources
DECLASSIFY ON:

“SrERe-

DERIVED FROM : Multiple Sources
DECLASSIFY ON:

3
17-L-0705/J5/242
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PRESS BRIEFINGS

Press Briefing by Press Secretary Sean Spicer

Issued on: February 2, 2017

* Kk Kk

James S. Brady Press Briefing Room
12:32 P.M. EST

MR. SPICER: Good afternoon. Happy Groundhog Day. We’ve got six more weeks of winter,

apparently. Luckily, for those of you who are going to be joining the President down to Florida this

weekend, you’ll get some time to get a glimpse of summer at the “Winter White House” in Mar-a-

Lago.

The President is going to start his meeting at 1:00 sharp. You probably just saw the b-roll of folks

from Harley rolling on in, literally. So I’'m going to try to keep this a little quick.

The President signed a proclamation yesterday ushering in Black History Month. He looks forward

to an engaging and informative month of events honoring the enormous contributions that African

Americans have made throughout our history.

Last night, the President was honored to host the swearing-in of the next Secretary of State, Rex
Tillerson, in the Oval Office. As the President said last night, Secretary Tillerson is a man who's

already respected all over the world for the tremendous life that he’s led, and now will bring his

years of experience to the critical task of making our nation safer, more prosperous, and more

secure.

https://www whitehouse_gov/briefings-statements/press-briefing-press-secretary-sean-spicer-020217/
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It’s time to bring a clear-eyed focus to our foreign affairs, and now with Secretary Tillerson at the
helm of the State Department, we’ll do just that. We’ll strengthen our alliances, form new ones,

and enhance America’s interests throughout the world.

Speaking of the President’s excellent nominees, praise is pouring in from around the country for his
pick for Supreme Court. The Detroit News said Judge Gorsuch is a “legal superstar”; “an
outstanding choice,” says the New Hampshire Union Leader. The Richmond Times-Dispatch says
the “initial reaction” was “to cheer.” The South Florida Sun Sentinel touted his “excellent

qualifications.”

Yesterday, Judge Gorsuch had his first round of meetings on the Hill. Unfortunately, Senate offices
aren’t in the habit of releasing editorials, but from everything we heard, the Judge knocked it out of
the park on the Senate as well. The President looks forward to a fair and speedy confirmation

process for this exceedingly qualified nominee and jurist.

In my last briefing, | read out a list of the senators Judge Gorsuch met with. In addition to the
meeting with Majority Leader McConnell, Majority Whip Cornyn, Judiciary Chairman Grassley, and
Senators Hatch and Gardner, the Judge also met with Democratic Senator Joe Manchin of West
Virginia. Recently, Senator Manchin expressed his belief that Judge Gorsuch could win enough
Democrats to hit 60 votes. I'll agree with the Senator there on that one. | mean, we have to have a

few Trump-state Democrats who want to win re-election.

But, as | pointed out yesterday, this so-called 60 vote “standard” is simply not accurate. Democrats
are grasping at straws to block the confirmation of an unquestionably qualified nominee. Ill
repeat, neither of the two Supreme Court justices that President Obama put forward were subject
to the 60-vote threshold. So although | agree with Senator Manchin that Judge Gorsuch will

probably get enough Democrats to get to 60, it’s just simply not ever been a requirement.

Now, on to the events of today. The President started his day by attending the National Prayer
Breakfast. It’s a tradition that continued over six decades, going back to President Eisenhower. The
President thanked the American people for their faith and prayers that have sustained and inspired
him, noting that the five words that he has heard more than any others as he’s traveled throughout

the country are, “I’'m praying for you.”

https:/imwww whitehouse_gov/briefings-statements/press-briefing-press-secretary-sean-spicer-020217/ 2/13
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He spoke at length about the ISIS genocide against Christians and the oppression of peace-loving
Muslims, as well as the threats of extermination against the Jewish people, and made it clear that

he believes the United States has a moral obligation to speak out against such violence.

He encouraged Americans to remain a tolerant society where all faiths are respected and where all
of our citizens can feel safe and secure. With that goal in mind, the President remarked that he’s
taken action to ensure that the United States will not allow a beachhead of intolerance to spread
throughout our nation. In the coming days, we will develop a system to help ensure that those
admitted into our country fully embrace our values of religious and personal liberty and reject any

form of oppression or discrimination.

The President also committed to get rid of the Johnson Amendment and allowing our

representatives of faith to speak freely and without retribution.

In a particularly poignant moment during his remarks, the President recalled yesterday his visit to
Dover Air Force Base to join the family of Chief Ryan Owens as America’s fallen hero was returned
home. After honoring Chief Owens for giving his life in defense of the American people, the
President quoted John 15:13: “Greater love hath no man than this: that a man lay down his life for

his friends.”

After returning to the White House this morning, the President held a legislative affairs staff meeting
in the Oval Office with his team. The team continues to work closely with Congress to enact the
President’s agenda. With the nomination of Judge Gorsuch to the Supreme Court, extensive
outreach is underway on Capitol Hill and we look forward to the Judge receiving a swift and fair

hearing.

Between his meetings, the President was pleased to see that EPA Administrator-designee Pruitt was
voted out of the Senate Environment and Public Works Committee. As has unfortunately become
the practice, Democrats again boycotted the hearing, requiring a suspension of the rules in order to

advance his nomination.

Following the strategy session, the President met with Senators Hatch, Wyden and Congressmen
Brady and Neal. This meeting was an opportunity for the President to meet with the chairmen and
ranking members of the Senate Finance Committee and House Ways and Means Committee to help

chart the future of U.S. trade policy. The President has put together an all-star trade team that will

https:/imwww whitehouse_gov/briefings-statements/press-briefing-press-secretary-sean-spicer-020217/ 313
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work closely with the U.S. Trade Representative and the committees led by these members to craft

new trade deals.

The President has expressed his concern time and again with NAFTA, which he believes is an out-of-
date agreement. The ultimate goal is to ensure the best and fairest treatment of U.S. workers and
businesses, and the President believes that those interests are best secured by bilateral, rather
than multilateral trade deals. He looks forward to working closely with the USTR and Congress

when it comes to issues of trade.

For those of you who weren’t outside and just saw the Harleys roll up, it’s no surprise that this
afternoon the President will host a meeting and listening session with Harley-Davidson executives

and union representatives. For a list of those individuals, please contact our office.

Harley-Davidson has been an American success story since 1901, when William S. Harley, at age 21,
completed the blueprint drawing of an engine designed to fit into a bicycle. In 1903, Harley-
Davidson began building motorcycles in the United States. And today, the company has
approximately 6,000 employees and $6 billion in annual revenue. The company’s global
headquarters is located in Milwaukee, Wisconsin — which may have had something to do with

them getting in so quickly. And there’s a certain staffer.

Today, the President will welcome to the White House the latest generation of Harley-Davidson
executives to discuss how to make it easier for businesses to create more jobs and factories in the
United States. Beyond the company executives, representatives from the machinists and steel

workers unions were also be in attendance.

Their motorcycles have carried our American servicemembers in war. They carry our police officers
that keep us safe. They carry the Secret Service as they protect our presidents. And they bring joy
to millions of Americans and throughout the world — and others throughout the world, rather. The
President is looking forward to hosting these leaders from one of America’s truly great
entrepreneurial success stories. The American worker built this country, and the President is

focused on restoring a government that puts their interests first.

A few administrative notes. The National Security Advisor, Mike Flynn, today announced additions
to the NSC senior staff. David Cattler will be a Deputy Assistant to the President for Regional Affairs.
John Eisenberg, Deputy Assistant to the President, NSC Legal Advisor, and Department [Deputy]

https:/imwww whitehouse_gov/briefings-statements/press-briefing-press-secretary-sean-spicer-020217/ 413
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Counsel to the President for National Security Affairs. Kevin Harrington, Deputy Assistant to the
President for Strategic Planning. And Kenneth Juster, Deputy Assistant to the President for

International Economic Affairs.

Lastly, we had a great reaction to our Skype introduction seats yesterday. | know we’ve had a
tremendous amount of requests pouring in from around the country. Please contact the press

office if you know of any that has an interest in joining us in the future.

In terms of the schedule for tomorrow, the President will host a Strategic and Policy Forum. Then,
in the afternoon, the President will have lunch with General Flynn before departing down to Mar-a-

Lago later in the day.

With that, I’ll take some questions.

Katie Pavlich.

Q Hi, Sean. Thanks for the question. Today, President Trump talked about Christian genocide at
the National Prayer Breakfast, and last year the Obama State Department officially declared a
genocide by ISIS against Christians and other minority and religious groups in the Middle East and
North Africa. Now that Rex Tillerson has been sworn in as the Secretary, what specifically is the
administration planning to do to comply with the legal obligations of protecting these groups

under the U.N. 1948 Treaty?

MR. SPICER: That’s a great question. | think Secretary Tillerson is learning his way around the
building so far this morning. He gave a great speech talking about his vision and goal for the State
Department. | think there will be further guidance coming out on that, Katie. Right now, his job is

to get in, get settled, talk to the employees, make sure they understood.

But back to the issue, obviously it’s important to President. It was during — throughout the
campaign. It’s something that he addressed this morning, and is something that he is committed
to. He talked about it in terms of the executive orders, and allowing Christian minorities in key
countries seek asylum in the United States. He recognizes that, in so many nations, these are the
oppressed groups in accordance with how the U.N. defines refugees. So I think you’ll see further

guidance with that.

https:/imwww whitehouse_gov/briefings-statements/press-briefing-press-secretary-sean-spicer-020217/ 513
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Jennifer.

Q Thanks, Sean. | have two questions, actually. Today, the President renewed his promise to
protect religious liberty, which he says is under threat. Some Americans see religious liberty as

code for discrimination. Can you kind of give us a sense of how the President views this tension?

MR. SPICER: It’s an interesting question, because | do — you know, this is something that comes up
quite a bit. I1think there is a line. We have freedom of religion in this country, and | think people
should be able to practice their religion, express their religion, express areas of their faith without
reprisal. And | think that pendulum sometimes swings the other way in the name of political

correctness.

And | think the President and the Vice President both understand that one of the things that makes
our country and this democracy so great is our ability to express our religion, to believe in faith, to
express it, and to live by it. And that’s where | think the important part is — whether it’s a small
business owner or employee, he wants to have some degree of expression of faith at the company.
And too often those voices get pushed out in the name of political correctness.

So he’s going to continue to make sure that we not only speak up for it, but find ways in which we
can keep that line a little less blurred and make sure that the pendulum doesn’t swing against
people. We shouldn’t impose a religion on anybody. We're free to express our religion or be — you
know, not have one. That’s obviously, in our country, an equally valid way of living your life. But at
the same time, | think people who want to express their faith shouldn’t be ostracized because they

want to live that.

Major.

Q If you could give us an example, if you could, of the pendulum swinging in the direction of
political correctness. And how is that going to inform the President with this executive order? And
as you may know, a draft is circulating around town and many have wondered if that is going to be
a way to either silence those on the left or be a threat to the LGBTQ community. Talk us through

both of those.

MR. SPICER: Well, I think if you look back to the Little Sisters case, if you look back to other

businesses that were, under Obamacare —

https:/imwww whitehouse_gov/briefings-statements/press-briefing-press-secretary-sean-spicer-020217/ 6/13
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Q Would you put Hobby Lobby in that category?

MR. SPICER: | would, yeah. Absolutely. |think there’s several businesses and several institutions —
Catholic institutions and others — that have been mandated or attempted to mandate certain
things that they may or may not do or how they have to treat their employees. Those are instances
where clearly the pendulum is swinging a different way, where you are not carving out institutions
or the ability for privately held businesses to conduct themselves to live according to their faith or

their moral compass.

And so there’s clearly a lot of evidence in the last couple years of the government coming in with

regulations and policies that have, frankly, denied people the ability to live according to their faith.

Q From the President’s point of view, that’s discriminatory in itself.

MR. SPICER: Well, | think there’s — like | said, | think it’s a pendulum. And where the President s, is
that he wants to make sure that you don’t penalize someone for wanting to express their faith, and
that to the extent that we can keep that line a little less blurred and allow people who don’t believe
in a faith or have an opposing faith, make sure that they are equally comfortable in the workplace.
But we shouldn’t penalize people or mandate them to abide by certain policies or regulations

which are in direct contradiction to their faith.

Q Andwhat about the executive order, Sean?

MR. SPICER: There’s right now no executive orders that are official or able to read out. We maintain

that there’s nothing new on that front.

Q (Inaudible) drafted along —

MR. SPICER: It’s not a question of — there are a lot of ideas that are being floated out — |

mentioned this the last couple days. Butthat doesn’t mean — part of it is, as the President does all
the time, he asks for input, he asks for ideas, and on a variety of subjects there are staffing
procedures that go on where people have a thought or an idea and it goes through the process. But
until the President makes up his mind and gives feedback and decides that that’s final, there’s

nothing to announce.

https:/imwww whitehouse_gov/briefings-statements/press-briefing-press-secretary-sean-spicer-020217/ 713
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Q Thankyou. In light of the tragedy that happened in Quebec City last week, which Prime Minister

Trudeau is actually calling an act of terrorism, what is the President doing, what initiatives is he
taking to make sure that that kind of homegrown — because he was a Canadian citizen —

homegrown terrorism, homegrown violence doesn’t happen within our country?

MR. SPICER: Well, there’s a lot of things. Number one, he’s talked cyber — | mean, he’s looking at it
from every angle. | think the first thing is to make sure that we look at our borders. You’ve got to
protect your own people first, then you’ve got to look at the cyber threats. | mean, so thereisa
holistic approach to both immigration and there’s a direct nexus between immigration and national

security and personal security that he has to look at.

But then it’s a multi-tiered step. You look at the borders, you look at who we’re letting in, and you
also look at what we’re doing internally with our intelligence agencies and the FBI that make sure
that we’re looking at — whether it’s the cyber threats that we face or other terrorist activities — but

making sure that we’re working with the NSA and the FBI to be ahead of the curve, if you will.

Q IfI may, these are homegrown — Oklahoma City was an American kid.

MR. SPICER: Sure.

Q Okay. That’s all. That’s what I’'m asking.

MR. SPICER: That’s what I’'m saying. But | think that, part of it is, looking at using the assets that we
have here — the NSA, the FBI — looking at using the different agencies to see if we can get ahead of
the curve and see things. And a lot of times, that’s been a very big issue, is getting ahead of the
curve for when there are telltale signs, having the reporting systems up, working with the various

agencies. Butit’s a multi-effort process, if you will.

Kristen.

Q Sean, thank you. Why is the administration easing sanctions against Russia?

MR. SPICER: We’re not easing sanctions. The Treasury Department — it is, from what | understand,

it’s a fairly common practice for the Treasury Department, after sanctions are put in place, to go

back and to look at whether or not there needs to be specific carve-outs for either industries or

https:/imwww whitehouse_gov/briefings-statements/press-briefing-press-secretary-sean-spicer-020217/ 8/13
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products and services that need to be going back and forth. But | would refer you back to the

Treasury Department on that one.

Q Holdon, Sean. The language on the Treasury Department website suggests that you are, in fact,
easing sanctions that authorizes certain transactions with the Federal Security Service. Does that

not suggest a shift from what was put in place —

MR. SPICER: No, it doesn’t.

Q Soexplain—

MR. SPICER: ltis, from what | understand, a regular course of action. The Treasury does, quite

often, when there are sanction imposed, but | would refer you back to the Treasury Department.

Q Thankyou. Could | ask you to describe the tone of the call on the weekend between the
Australian Prime Minister and the President, and also outline the President’s concerns about the
refugee deal in question? And | asked you this earlier this week, but could you clarify whether the
deal is on or not? Because the President tweeted last night “I will study this dumb deal,” implying

that he’s still considering it.

MR. SPICER: Right. The President had a very cordial conversation with Prime Minister Turnbull,
where they went through an extensive discussion of this deal. The President is unbelievably
disappointed in the previous administration’s deal that was made and how poorly it was crafted,

and the threat to national security it put the United States on.

He has tremendous respect for the Prime Minister and for the Australian people, and has agreed to
continue to review that deal and to ensure that as part of the deal, which was always part of it, that
we would go through a very, very extreme vetting process to ensure that every single person that is

being offered up is coming here with peaceful intentions and poses no threat to the United States.

So he has ensured that while he has respect for the Australian people and respect for Prime
Minister Turnbull, that we do not pose a threat to the United States of America, that the deal that
was cut by the last administration is something that he is extremely, extremely upset with. He does

not like it, but out of respect for him, he’s going to allow that process — continue to study it and

https:/imwww whitehouse_gov/briefings-statements/press-briefing-press-secretary-sean-spicer-020217/ 9/13
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allow it to move forward under the conditions that have been set — that there will be extreme

vetting on every single one of those individuals.

Q Just for clarity, the deal itself is still under review, so it’s not certain to proceed? Or it will

proceed as —

MR. SPICER: Part of the deal was that — the deal allows for the United States to vet the individuals
that are being offered up to be processed. The President’s goal is to make sure that every single
one of those people, in accordance with the deal and as discussed in the telephone conversation
with the Prime Minister, is subject to extreme vetting to ensure that no one puts it. Butl cannot
underscore how disappointed he was in the deal that was made and how he thought it was just a

horrible deal that was offered up by the United States by the previous administration.

Sarah.

Q The President and his national security advisor have been clear the administration wants to put
Iran “on notice,” but they haven’t specified what that is. What options are on the table? And are
there any options, like military action, that might be off the table at this point?

MR. SPICER: So | think General Flynn was really clear yesterday that Iran has violated the Joint
Resolution, that Iran’s additional hostile actions that it took against our Navy vessel are ones that

we are very clear are not going to sit by and take.

I think that we will have further updates for you on those additional actions, but clearly we wanted

to make sure that Iran understood that they are on notice, this is not going un-responded to.

John.

Q Thank you very much, Sean.

Q Itwas a Saudi vessel.

MR. SPICER: Thank you. Yes.

https:/imwww whitehouse_gov/briefings-statements/press-briefing-press-secretary-sean-spicer-020217/
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Q Theythought it was an American, but it’s a Saudi vessel.

MR. SPICER: Right, that’s right. John.

Q Thankyou, Sean. On January 27th, at the Republican retreat in Philadelphia, Vice President
Pence had a closed-door meeting with House Republicans where several of them brought up the
case of IRS Commissioner John Koskinen. There was an attempt to impeach him last year, which
some of the leadership in the House felt was unfair to the commissioner, and they urged him to tell
the President that given his entire record, he should fire him or ask for his resignation soon. My
sources said the Vice President said “I can hear you.” Is there any pending action on the fate of

Commissioner Koskinen?

MR. SPICER: | have nothing to update you on.

Hallie.

Q OnYemen, it was initially described, the raid over the weekend, as a successful raid by the
administration. There are now some questions and comments raised about the possibility of
additional civilian casualties. So I've got a couple of questions for you on this one. Would you still
stand by your characterization of the raid as “successful”? Was the President given multiple
options about this raid, or just one? And were there consultations with the prior administration’s

national security officials, military officials about the raid moving forward?

MR. SPICER: Thank you. Actually, I'd like to just walk through that. | appreciate you bringing this
up.

There is — let’s go through the tick-tock on that raid. On November 7th, CENTCOM submitted the
plan to DOD. Clearly, that was under the last administration. Legal teams were involved
immediately when it was submitted to DOD. On December 19th, the plan was approved by the
Department of Defense and recommended that it be moved ahead. It was sent then to the National
Security Council staff here in the White House. Again, this all happened under the previous

administration.

On January 6th, there was an interagency deputies meeting. The deputies recommended at that

time that they go ahead. It was so easily approved it was sent straight up. The conclusion to hold

https:/imwww whitehouse_gov/briefings-statements/press-briefing-press-secretary-sean-spicer-020217/ 1113
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was, at that time, to hold for what they called a “moonless night,” which, by calendar, wouldn’t

occur until then-President-elect Trump was President Trump.

On January 24th, shortly after taking office, Secretary of Defense-then Mattis read the memo,
resent it back up to the White House conveying his support. On the 25th of January, the President
was briefed by General Flynn on Secretary Mattis’s recommendation and the status of the

operation, or potential operation.

The President asked to see Secretary Mattis and Joint Chiefs of Staff Dunford. He then, on that
evening, had a dinner meeting, which included the President, the Vice President, Secretary Mattis,
Chairman Dunford, Chief of Staff Priebus, Jared Kushner, Chief Strategist Bannon, General Kellogg,
General Flynn, and CIA Director Pompeo where the operation was laid out in great extent. The

indication at that time was to go ahead on Friday the 26th.

In the morning, the deputies committee met again. It was not a necessary step because they had
previously recommended and also reaffirmed their support for that. On January 26th, the

President signed the memo authorizing the action.

So it was a very — not only was it a very, very though-out process by this administration, it had
started back on November 7th in terms of — clearly well before that, but it was a move forward by

CENTCOM on November Tth. This was a very, very well thought-out and executed effort.

Q Where was the President the night of the raid? How did he learn about Chief Owens’s death?

And do you still stand by your characterization that it was successful?

MR. SPICER: The President was here in the residence. He was kept in touch with his national
security staff. Secretary Mattis and others had kept him updated on both the raid and the death of
Chief Owens, as well as the four other individuals that were injured. So he was kept apprised of the

situation throughout the evening.

And again, | think — I would go back to what | said yesterday: It’s hard to ever call something a
complete success when you have the loss of life, or people injured. But | think when you look at the
totality of what was gained to prevent the future loss of life here in America and against our people
and our institutions, and probably throughout the world in terms of what some of these individuals

could have done, | think it is a successful operation by all standards.
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And again, | want to reiterate, it is tough to ever use the word “success” when you know that
somebody has lost their life. But when you go back and look at an individual that dedicated their
life to serving this country, and went over and over and over again knowing that this not only the
risk that he took but wanted to do it because he knew the threat that these kind of individuals pose
to our country and to our people, that’s — while not a success that you lost to him, you know that

he died in sacrifice for someone else here in this nation.

Hunter Walker.

Q Thankyou, Sean. I've seen some criticism of the President’s remarks at the prayer breakfast
this morning. Can you shed any light on why he thought that was a good venue to mock “The

Apprentice” for its ratings?

MR. SPICER: Look, Mark Burnett, the creator of “The Apprentice,” who is a long-time supporter of
the prayer breakfast but also has a personal relationship, was there. He meant it as a light-hearted
moment. And | think if you look at the totality of his remarks, they were absolutely beautiful. And |
think to hone in on that, it was a light-hearted moment he was trying to have with a big supporter

of the National Prayer Breakfast and a personal friend.

Guys, I'll be out tomorrow. | want to make sure we all get to see the President now. Thank you,

guys.

END
12:57 P.M. EST
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CENTCOM Q

HOME > MEDIA > NEWS ARTICLES > NEWS ARTICLE VIEW

U.S. Raid in Yemen Garners Intelligence
By Terri Moon Cronk

WASHINGTON, Jan. 30, 2017 — The U.S. military raid on the militant
Islamist group al-Qaida in the Arabian Peninsula compound in Yemen Jan.
28 that killed a U.S. service member and injured three others yielded
valuable intelligence, Pentagon spokesman Navy Capt. Jeff Davis told
reporters today.

Material captured from the
site will help the United
States “gain a deeper insight
into the group’s planning to
help prevent terrorist attacks
against innocent civilians in
the United States and our
coalition-partner nations,” he
said.

Similar site exploitation
sustainment training at Grand Bara, Djibouti, Jan. 5, 2017. During the Ope.rathnS In AfghanIStan’
exercise, Air Force joint terminal attack controllers, along with soldiers from Syrla and Iraq have produced

the 10.1?1 Infantry. Battalion and I\-/Ia.lrines.f.rc.)m the 11th Marine information about terrorist
Expeditionary Unit conducted training utilizing MV-22 Osprey and F-16

Fighting Falcon aircraft. During a raid against the terrorist group al-Qaida in planner |OgiStiCS, recruiting
the Arabian Peninsula, Jan. 28, 2017, in Yemen, an Osprey hard-landed, and ﬁnanCing eﬁ:OT'tS, DaViS
injuring three service members and killing one. Air Force photo Tech. Sgt.

Joshua J. Garcia noted.

Service members from the Air Force, Army and Marine Corps participate in

“Until now, we’ve had limited
access to terror sites on the ground to gain intelligence from [al-Qaida in the
Arabian Peninsula],” he said.

Raid Conducted for Intel Gathering

S“’ﬁﬁ’.E“f‘r@.%%”#S?FAPA?%ﬁ/ErEthnnifing||\/ tn anahle 11 tn nather the infaormatinn we
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needed to be able to map out this group better, and to prevent future foreign

terrorist attacks,” the captain said, noting that al-Qaida in the Arabian
Peninsula has a number of links to very specific, United States and Western-
focused attacks.

The three service members’ injuries occurred when an Osprey MV-22 tilt-
rotor aircraft made a hard landing during the operation, Davis said, adding
that the inoperable Osprey was subsequently destroyed in place by a U.S.
airstrike.

Casualties Being Assessed

The raid on the compound, in a remote area of al-Bayda, Yemen, reportedly
also killed 14 of the organization’s operatives, he said.

The casualties in Yemen are being assessed, including al-Qaida in the
Arabian Peninsula’s use of numerous female fighters, some of whom were
among those killed in the raid, Davis said.

“The [female fighters] ran to pre-established positions as if they’d trained to
be ready and trained to be combatants and engage with us. So, some of the
enemy killed in combat are in fact female,” he said.

Aggressive Actions Against Terrorists

The operation had been planned for months, and was one in a series of
aggressive actions against al-Qaida in the Arabian Peninsula in Yemen, he
said.

Coalition forces drove the organization out of Yemen’s al-Mukalla

province last year, which the terrorist group controlled at the time, Davis
noted, adding they then moved down the Yemen coast to parts of Aden and
inland.

“The AQAP presence right now is largely coastal with some inland
presence,” he noted.

“AQAP is a foreign terrorist organization designated as such,” Davis said. “It
continues to target U.S. and allied interests in Yemen as well as around the
Skirovlalain content (Press Enter).
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The United States is interested in al-Qaida in the Arabian Peninsula following
their proven history of engaging in external operations, he said.

Davis said the terrorist events that the group has claimed responsibility for or
been linked to include the attempt to mail explosives to U.S. addresses in
2010; orchestrating complex attacks against Yemen’s ministry of defense in
2013; and most recently, the targeted and financed attack and massacre on
the French newspaper Charlie Hebdo in January 2015.

The group also is connected to attacks on the United States that include the
2013 Boston Marathon bombing, and the attempted underwear bombing
aboard Northwest Flight 253 on Christmas in 2009.

“The United States and our partner nations remain committed to eradicating
the threats posed by violent extremism and destroying militant safe havens,”
Davis emphasized. “We will take measures to combat terrorism, ensuring the
safety and security of the U.S. citizens and those targeted by terrorists.”

(Follow Terri Moon Cronk on Twitter: @MoonCronkDoD)

W al-Qaida @ Centcom Q@ Yemen
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From: R o r:ndcr

Subj: MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD

-‘r_e_dihilit\ Assessment on Potential Civilian Casualties

1311 F: We assess the nd 12 civilian casualties (CIVCAS) associated
with OPERATIO! raid on RAC 6 IVO al-Bayda, Yemen POD 28-29
January 2017. The exact number of CIVCAS is indeterminate.

s v 177704 concion o SR
special Operations Command TF 66 conducted a bilateral intelhgence
raid in Yemen s A

avda Province. The mission targeted al-Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula
(AQAP) with the intent to capture AQAP leaders. exploit captured enemy material. and increase
understanding of AQAP's external operations network and planning.

W HO: 4-12 CIVCAS: exact number indeterminate

\\ - > asepss there were between 4 and 12 CIVCAS associated with OPERATION
I'he exact number is indeterminate.

VWHEN: 28 - 29 January 2017

W HERE: Rawdat al Athabah ('um;mun_‘l'cmcn

ASSESSMENT:

The credibility assessment consisted of the following:
1. Narrative of Actions on the Objective from the after action review (AAR):
2. Full Metion Video (FMV) Reviews of Pre-and Post-OP Feeds:
3. Post-Strike Sensitive Intelligence

1. Narrative of Actions on the Objective from the AAR.

The assault force (AF) maneuvered up a knoll north of the objectiv on the force’s

al ach to the target. The AF was immediately engaged by enemy combatants located in
80 meters north of the AF. The AF established a blocking position (BP)
rovi

1)
vide suppressive fire on !hc-while the AF moved do gstern side ul_
h{ )nce the AF received effective fire from the south. th uildings. The

hostile fire came from enemy taking cover in buildings where we assess women and children
were located.
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CONCLUSION: We assess there were between 4 and 12 non-combatant casualties. however
the exact number is indeterminable. The Assault Force was enveloped by effective enemy fire
and sustained four casualtics, one fatal, in the exchange of gunfire. The AF was engaged from
360 degrees. from more than a dozen compounds, by both male and female combatants. The
encmy on the objective was able 1o engage the assault force with effective fire until partially
suppressed by close air support. Despite the ferocity of the fight, the assault force worked
through close quarters to discriminate noncombatants from the enemy. However. enemy fire
from every direction, a propane tank fire that engulfed the 10-series. the proportional use of close
air support., and combatants intermingled with noncombatants, resulted in civilian casualties.

<
J
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Team,

LIMBIS FYSA. The attached e-mail from the TF 94-7 CDR to the CENTCOM CDR includes the timaline for today's
operation.

v/,
(b)(6)

coL |(b)(6)
Staff Judge Advocate
U.5. Centrat Command

Secret: (0)(6) |

—--Original Message-~---

From:[[D(6) __ JCOL MIL USA USCENTCOM CCIA

Sent: Thursday, January 26, 2017 5:56 PM

To:[(B)(6) kool USAF JS OCICS (US)

Ce. COIA Or_La.w;__Is_Emmmn.MI List LC Bridge; d'Annunzio, Michael A SES QS0 OGE (US);
0a6¢ (us); ((2)6)

Subject: RE: [Sf/NF] () Shabwah Detention

Classification: SECRET/INGFORN—

—

b)(6) IV OSD

(b)(6)

Thanks. Great discussion. { really appreciated the call, even though we got cut off a bit early. A few follow-ups FYSA:

{1} Please see attached traffic from SECDEF's office conveying mission execution approval and additional PA guidance
from POTUS,

{2} GEN Votel has issued an EXORD {via e-mail, to be followed up with a formal order tonight). GEN Vote| specifically
directs that the detainees shall remain in UAE custody {unless they are HVTs), Mission execution appears to be set for

tomorrow night.

(b)(1),Sec. 1.4(a)

17-L-0705/4S/222
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(b)(6)

v/n,

(b)(6)

coL [(b)(6)

Staff Judge Advocate
U.S. Central Command

secret: |(P)(6)

Unclassified: [(b)(6)

Office:
Mobile:
VOSIP:

o

(b)(6)

From:(P)(6)

0GC {US)
Subject. {5} Shabwah Detention

CLASSIFICATION: SECRET-

(b)(6)

ol USAF 13 0CICS (US) [mailta[)®)

Lnil@mail.smil. mit]

Sent: Thursday, January 26, 2017 12:33 PM
To|(P)(6) | miL usa uscENTCOM con

Cc: CCA Op Law; IS Pentagon DoM List LC Bridge; d'Annunzio, Michael A SES 05D 0GC (us){(?)(6)

Apologies - my SIPR systems departed on a frolic and detour.

|civ osp

We had to break off for an NSC legal phone call on this subject [not the detention piece but the assurances stuff).

B)(1),5ec. 1.4(a)

I've copied Mike and Mike to correct my. deficient legal views...,

v/r,

3
17-L-07056/45/223
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R | cot, usar
Principal Deputy Legal Counsel
Office of the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff

(b)(6)

.mil

(*must be enabled - send NIPR email, or text to UNCLAS mobile first)

CLASSIFICATION: SECRET

Classified By{(?)(©) FOL MIL USA USCENTCOM CCJA Derived From:USCENTCOM SCG, CCR 380-14, 24 Feb

2016 DeclassiTy O 172672017
Classification: SECRET;/NOFORN

Classified By:{(?)(6) FOL MIL USA USCENTCOM CCIA Derived From:USCENTCOM SCG, CCR 380-14, 24 Feb
2016 Declassify On:1/26/2017
Classification: SECRETA/NOFORN-

4
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Stenographic Transcript
Before the

COMMITTEE ON
ARMED SERVICES

UNITED STATES SENATE

HEARING TO
RECEIVE TESTIMONY ON

UNITED STATES CENTRAL COMMAND AND UNITED
STATES AFRICA COMMAND

Thursday, March 9, 2017

Washington, D.C.

ALDERSON COURT REPORTING
1155 CONNECTICUT AVENUE, N.W.
SUITE 200
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20036
(202) 289-2260

www.aldersonreporting.com
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1 HEARING TO RECEIVE TESTIMONY ON

2 UNITED STATES CENTRAL COMMAND AND

3 UNITED STATES AFRICA COMMAND

4

5 Thursday, March 9, 2017

6

7 U.S. Senate

8 Committee on Armed Services
9 Washington, D.C.
10
11 The committee met, pursuant to notice, at 9:29 a.m. in

12 Room SH-216, Hart Senate Office Building, Hon. John McCain,

13 chairman of the committee, presiding.

14 Committee Members Present: Senators McCain

15 [presiding], Inhofe, Wicker, Fischer, Cotton, Rounds,
16 Ernst, Tillis, Sullivan, Perdue, Graham, Sasse, Strange,

17 Reed, Nelson, McCaskill, Shaheen, Gillibrand, Blumenthal,

18 Donnelly, Hirono, Kaine, King, Heinrich, Warren, and Peters.
19

20

21

22

23

24

25

1

Alderson Court Reporting
1-800-FOR-DEPO www.aldersonreporting.com
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1 OPENING STATEMENT OF HON. JOHN McCAIN, U.S. SENATOR

2 FROM ARIZONA

3 Chairman McCain: Good morning.
4 The Senate Armed Services Committee meets this morning
5 to receive testimony on the posture of U.S. Central Command
6 and Africa Command.
7 We are pleased to welcome our witnesses: General Votel
8 and General Waldhauser. We thank each of you for your
9 decades of distinguished service and for your leadership of
10 our men and women in uniform.
11 More than a decade and a half since the September 11lth
12 terrorist attacks, our Nation is still at war with
13 terrorists that seek to attack our homeland, our interests,
14 our allies, and our partners. In this fight, our military
15 service members are doing everything we ask of them from
16 North Africa to the Middle East to South Asia. Thanks to
17 their tremendous talent and dedication, we have made
18 important tactical and operational progress.
19 Our military has gradually eroded ISIS’s territorial
20 control and removed key personnel from the battlefield.

21 ISIS has been expelled from its Libyan stronghold in Sirte,
22 and I am confident that soon the same will be true in Mosul
23 and Ragga. Our military has kept up the pressure on

24 terrorists operating in countries like Yemen and Somalia.

25 And in Afghanistan, we have kept Al Qaeda on the run and

2
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1

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

helped our Afghan hold the line against renewed Taliban
assaults.

But much to the frustration of the American people,
this hard-won tactical progress has not led to enduring
strategic gains. In fact, the sad reality is America’s
strategic position in the Middle East is weaker today than
it was 8 years ago. And the positions of Vladimir Putin’s
Russia and the Iranian regime and its terrorist proxies have
improved. This is not a military failure. Instead, it is a
failure of strategy, a failure of policy, and most of all, a
failure of leadership.

The fact is for at last the last 8 years, we have tried
to isolate the fight against terrorism from its geopolitical
context. Or as General Mattis put it 2 years ago, we have
been living in a “strategy-free environment” for quite some
time. The result is that we have failed to address and, at
times, exacerbated the underlying conflict, the struggles
for power and sectarian identity now raging across the
Middle East. We have been unable or unwilling to either ask
or answer basic questions about American policy in the
region. We have been reluctant to act, and when compelled
to do so, we have pursued only the most limited and
incremental actions.

We are fighting ISIS in Syria but ignoring the Syrian

civil war that was its genesis and fuels it to this day. We

3
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are fighting ISIS in Iraqg but failing to address the growing
influence of Iran. We are fighting Al Qaeda in Afghanistan
but pretending the Taliban is no longer our problem. We are
fighting Al Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula in Yemen but
refraining from confronting the threat posed by Iran’s
Houthi proxies. 1In short, we are treating the symptoms and
ignoring the disease, and we should not be surprised at the
results: a Middle East aflame, America’s influence
squandered, America’s adversaries emboldened, America’s
friends disheartened, and America’s policy options narrowed
and worsened.

This is the unfortunate inheritance of the new
administration. Yet as difficult and complex as our
challenges are in the Middle East, we have an opportunity to
chart a new and different course. Seizing this opportunity
will require more than just a plan for the accelerated
defeat of ISIS. We have to raise our sights, look beyond
the tactical and operational fight, and start answering some
basic but difficult strategic questions. What enduring
objectives do we hope to achieve across the Middle East?

How will we achieve those goals, and on what timeline, and
at what cost?

In Iraqg, Mosul will be retaken eventually, but that
will only likely reignite the battle for the future of Iraqg,

a battle in which we have an important stake. What is

4
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America’s policy and strategy to deal with the problems that
lie ahead: combating the malign influence of Iran and its
militias, addressing the future of the Kurds and their place
in Iraqg, and attenuating the disenfranchisement of Sunni
Iragis that gave rise to ISIS in the first place?

Likewise in Syria, I believe Ragga will eventually be
liberated. But the closer we come to that day, the more it
becomes clear that we cannot avoid difficult questions about
Syria any longer. What is America’s policy and strategy
concerning a political transition in Syria, the future of
Assad and his regime, the fate of the Kurds in Syria, and
the influence of extremist forces from Sunni terrorists to
Iranian-backed militias? In short, what is America’s wvision
of an end-state in Syria?

In Libya, the ISIS stronghold in Sirte has been
degraded. But what remains is a divided nation littered
with independent militias, flooded with arms, and searching
in vain for legitimate governance and political unity. What
is America’s policy and strategy for addressing these
conditions, which unless confronted will make Libya fertile
ground for extremism and anti-Western terrorism?

In Afghanistan, we have settled for a strategy of
“don’t lose.” And the result is that last month, General
Nicholson testified before this committee that this war is

now in a stalemate after 15 years of fighting. After 15

5
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years of fighting, we are in a stalemate. What is America’s

policy and strategy for rolling back a resurgent Taliban,

for addressing the terrorist sanctuaries within Pakistan’s

borders, and pushing back against Iranian and Russian

meddling?

Afghanistan,

Across the region,

growing at

In short, what does wvictory look like in

and what is our strategy for achieving it?

Russian and Iranian influence is

America’s expense. Russia and Iran even hosted

Syrian peace talks in Moscow last year without America

present at

the table.

Russia’s cruise missiles crisscross the region while

its aircraft indiscriminately target Syrian civilians.

Iran’s proxies wield lethal rockets and ballistic missiles

with impunity, sensing that the nuclear deal

from American pressure.

shields them

What is America’s policy and

strategy to counter Russian and Iranian malign influence

that often manifests itself below the threshold of open

conflict?

allies and

strategies
These

hanging in

How do we restore the trust of our regional

partners and convince them to forego hedging

that only add to uncertainty and instability?

are the major policy and strategy

the balance. The stakes are high,

the stability of the Middle East and Africa,

America’s national security.

questions
not just for

but for

It is not the job of our

witnesses to provide answers to these questions. That is

1-800-FOR-DEPO
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the job of the President, his administration, and the
Congress. We owe our witnesses and the men and women they
lead unambiguous national security priorities, clarity in
our strategic thinking, and an unwavering commitment to
provide them the resources required to support the necessary
courses of action.

Once again, I want to thank our witnesses for appearing
before the committee today and look forward to hearing how
the military efforts will help us achieve favorable
strategic outcomes.

Senator Reed?
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1 STATEMENT OF HON. JACK REED, U.S. SENATOR FROM RHODE

2 ISLAND

3 Senator Reed: Well, thank you, Mr. Chairman, and thank
4 you to our witnesses not only for your appearing here today
5 but for your extraordinary service to the Nation over many,

6 many years. And also please relay our thanks to the men and

7 women that you lead, and we appreciate their efforts

8 extraordinarily so.

9 You are in a situation of very challenging times in all
10 of the areas of operation. This hearing is especially
11 timely, given unfolding events on the ground in Iraqg and

12 Syria and the reported completion of a proposed strategy to

13 accelerate efforts against ISIS. Our assistance to partners
14 on the ground is helping them to make steady progress in
15 reclaiming areas of Iragq and Syria once held by ISIS, most

16 notably in Mosul.

17 However, the situation in Syria seems to get more

18 complicated by the day as different actors on the ground

19 pursue divergent goals. Russia’s continued support for the
20 Assad regime fuels the country’s civil war, enables the

21 abuse and killing of the Syrian population, and allows ISIS
22 to exploit the resulting instability for its own gains.

23 Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff General Dunford met

24 with his Russian and Turkish counterparts just this week to
25 discuss deconflicting operations in Syria, a battlespace
8
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1 that has become increasingly complicated as U.S., Turkish,

2 Russian, Iranian, Assad regime, and local partner forces

3 converge in northern Syria. And, General Votel, we look

4 forward to your update on these particular issues.

5 According to public reports, the Defense Department has

6 presented the White House with a draft strategy to

7 accelerate progress against ISIS. While details of the

8 strategy have not been publicly released, reports indicate
9 that it retains many of the core elements of the strategy
10 put in place under the Obama administration. General

11 Dunford has described the strategy as a “political-military

12 plan” and a “whole of government approach” requiring

13 important contributions from other non-DOD departments and
14 agencies, most notably the State Department.

15 This is why it is so concerning to me that the Trump

16 administration’s budget would apparently cut the State

17 Department by a reported 37 percent at the very time that we

18 need a surge of diplomatic and other assistance efforts to
19 achieve the political conditions necessary to ultimately

20 prevail in our fight against ISIS. As then General and now
21 Secretary of Defense Mattis warned this committee, “if you

22 don’t fund the State Department fully, then I need to buy

23 more ammunition.” We just cannot keep buying bullets as the
24 Trump administration is proposing.
25 General Waldhauser, the importance of a robust
9
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1 interagency 1is perhaps of even greater importance in your
2 area of responsibility, where you are primarily working by,
3 with, and through partner military forces in conjunction
4 with U.S. interagency efforts. General, as you share your
5 assessment of current and future AFRICOM efforts in places
6 like Libya and Somalia, I look forward to hearing the ways
7 you are 1incorporating a whole of government approach into
8 your planning. Such incorporation is particularly important
9 in places like these where conflict resolution will
10 ultimately rely less on the military toolkit and more on
11 generating the proper political conditions to sustain and
12 build upon security gains.
13 Turning back the CENTCOM AOR, over the last few years,
14 there has been a persistent focus on Iran’s nuclear program
15 and appropriately so. We passed the l-year anniversary of
16 the implementation of the Joint Comprehensive Plan of
17 Action, or JCPOA, in January, and Iran appears to be living
18 up to its commitments under this agreement. However, the

19 JCPOA only addresses one facet of the challenge posed by

20 Iran. Its destabilizing activities in the region, ballistic
21 missile development efforts, and unprofessional and
22 dangerous behavior in the maritime environment continue.
23 Sanctions related to Iran’s nuclear program were
24 successful because of the extraordinary unity within the
25 international community. We must approach the remaining
10
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1 challenges in a similar way if we are to be successful in

2 changing Iran’s behavior. Any new sanctions must be

3 carefully applied in concert with our international partners
4 so that we do not give Iran a pretext to withdraw from the

5 JCPOA and risk reversing the progress that has been made on
6 limiting their nuclear ambitions.

7 Last month, as the chairman indicated, General Mick

8 Nicholson, Commander of Resolute Support and U.S. Forces-

9 Afghanistan, testified that despite significant security

10 gains and political efforts, Afghanistan is currently facing
11 a stalemate. Further complicating the security landscape

12 are the range of external actors, including Iran, Russia,

13 and Pakistan, who seem intent upon interfering with the

14 stability in Afghanistan. It was General Nicholson’s

15 assessments that increased troop levels for the NATO train,
16 advise, and assist mission, as well as the continued growth

17 in the size and capability of the Afghan Air Force, would be

18 necessary to break the stalemate.
19 General Votel, the committee would benefit from hearing
20 your assessment of the current situation in Afghanistan and
21 what can be done to protect the hard-won progress that has
22 been achieved and ensure that further progress is made.
23 Again, thank you both for your continued service to the
24 Nation, and I look forward to your testimony.
25 Chairman McCain: I welcome the witnesses. And your
11
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1 written statements will be made part of the record. We will
2 begin with you, General Votel. And welcome and thanks for

3 the service that you both render to our Nation.
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STATEMENT OF GENERAL JOSEPH L. VOTEL, USA, COMMANDER,
U.S. CENTRAL COMMAND

General Votel: Chairman McCain, Ranking Member Reed,
distinguished members of the committee, good morning, and
thank you for the opportunity to be here today to discuss
the current posture and state of readiness of the United
States Central Command.

I am very pleased to appear today with my good friend
and highly respected brother in arms, General Tom
Waldhauser.

I come before you today on behalf of the outstanding
men and women of the command, military, civilians, and
contractors, along with our coalition partners representing
nearly 60 nations. Our people are the very best in the
world at what they do, and I could not be more proud of them
and their families. Without question, they are the strength
of our Central Command team.

I have been in command of CENTCOM for about a year now.
It has been an incredibly busy and productive period. Over
the past 12 months, we have dealt with a number of
significant challenges in Iraqg and Syria, Afghanistan,
Pakistan, Yemen, Egypt in the Sinai, the Bab al Mandeb
Strait, and elsewhere throughout our area of responsibility.
We are making progress in many areas, but as you know, there

is much work that remains.
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1 We are also dealing with a range of malign activities
2 perpetrated by Iran and its proxies operating in the region.
3 It is my view that Iran poses the greatest long-term threat

4 to stability for this part of the world.

5 Generally speaking, the central region remains a highly
6 complex area, widely characterized by pervasive instability
7 and conflict. The fragile security environments, which

8 reflect a variety of contributing factors, including

9 heightened ethno-sectarian tensions, economic uncertainty,
10 weak or corrupt governance, civil wars, and humanitarian
11 crises are exploited by violent extremist organizations and

12 terrorist groups such as Al Qaeda and ISIS. These groups

13 have clearly indicated their desire and intent to attack the
14 U.S. homeland, our interests abroad, and the interests of

15 our partners and allies.

16 At the same time, the central region is increasingly

17 crowded with external nation states such as Russia and

18 China, and they are pursuing their own interests and

19 attempting to shift alliances.

20 The point that I would emphasize to you is this, that
21 while there may be other more strategic or consequential
22 threats in regions in the world today, the central region
23 has come to represent the nexus for many of the security
24 challenges our Nation faces. And most importantly, the
25 threats in region continue to pose the most direct threat to
14
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1 the U.S. homeland and the global economy. Thus, it must

2 remain a priority and be resourced and supported

3 accordingly.

4 The team at U.S. Central Command remains appropriately
5 focused on doing what is necessary to protect our national

6 interests and those of our partners. Our strategic approach
7 is straightforward: prepare, pursue, and prevail. And I

8 will explain what I mean by that.

9 We prepare the environment to ensure an effective
10 posture. We actively pursue opportunities to strengthen
11 relationships and support our interests, and when we do put
12 our forces into action, we prevail in our assigned missions.
13 I would also point out to you that today to the credit
14 and professionalism of our armed forces and coalition
15 partners, we are executing campaigns in the central region
16 with significantly fewer U.S. forces on the ground than in
17 previous years. As you have seen clearly demonstrated in
18 Iraqg and Syria, Afghanistan, Yemen, and elsewhere throughout
19 our area of responsibility, we have adopted a by, with, and
20 through approach that places a heavy reliance on indigenous
21 forces. While this approach does present some challenges
22 and can be more time-consuming, it is proving effective and
23 is likely to pay significant dividends going forward.
24 Indigenous force partners continue to build needed
25 capability and capacity and they are personally invested in
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1 the conduct of operations and thus inclined to do what is
2 necessary to preserve the gains they have achieved going
3 forward.

4 We also have a vested interest in ensuring increased
5 stability and security in this strategically important

6 central region. To this end, I will close by highlighting
7 three areas where I do believe, if we apply the appropriate
8 amount of energy and effort, we can and will have a lasting

9 impact in this part of the world.

10 First, we must restore trust with our partners in the
11 region while at the same time maintaining the strong trust
12