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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

D.A,T.L.,1.O.,D.S.,and K.S;;
Plaintiffs,

V.
Civil Action No. 1:25-cv-03135
KRISTI NOEM, Secretary of Homeland
Security, in her official capacity; TODD
LYONS, Acting Director, U.S. Immigration
and Customs Enforcement, in his official
capacity; PAMELA BONDI, Attorney
General, in her official capacity; and MARCO
RUBIO, Secretary of State, in his official
capacity

Defendants.

MOTION FOR PROVISION OF MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING
BETWEEN UNITED STATES OF AMERICA AND GHANA

At the September 12, 2025 hearing concerning Plaintiffs’ motion for temporary restraining
order, this Court ordered that if the agreement between the United States of America and Ghana
relating to the deportation of individuals from the United States to Ghana “has been reduced to
writing . . . [the] government is ordered to turn it over to the plaintiffs.” Tr. 28:1-6, ECF No. 32-3.
As of the time of filing, the Government has yet to provide either that agreement or evidence that
such an agreement does not exist.

Indeed, mounting evidence suggests that an agreement does exist and that it has been
reduced to writing; production to Plaintiffs should therefore be compelled immediately. Official
Ghanaian statements have referred to the existence of an “agreement.” Richard Aniagyei, Ghana

Accepts First Batch of US Deportees Under New Agreement, Information Services Department -
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Ghana (Sept. 15, 2025).! And public statements by the Ghanaian Foreign Minister, Samuel
Okudzeto Ablakwa, made today, September 15, 2025, referred to a “memorandum of
understanding” between the United States and Ghana concerning the deportations to Ghana. See,
e.g., Maxwell Agbagba, Cabinet approves U.S. deportees MoU, it’s not a full agreement - Ablakwa
clarifies, Joy Online (September 15, 2025) (“Speaking at the Government Accountability Series
on Monday, September 15, Mr. Ablakwa explained that the current arrangement is only a
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) and not a binding treaty. ‘Let me emphasize that under
this understanding with the United States, Ghana must first vet the background of those the U.S.

299

intends to deport[.]’””) (emphasis added);? see also Decision to take deportees not an endorsement
of Trump’s policy, Ghana says, Reuters (Sept. 15, 2025) (“Opposition lawmakers in Ghana last
week called for the agreement with the U.S. to be suspended and said it should have been approved
by parliament. Ablakwa said on Monday it was a memorandum of understanding that did not
require lawmakers’ approval[.]”).?

The Court should order its production immediately in light of Defendants’ failure to
provide the agreement to date pursuant to the Court’s oral order of September 12 (Tr. 28:1-6: “[1]f

there’s a written agreement, plaintiffs are allowed to—or government is ordered to turn it over to

the plaintiffs.”) and the risk of further unnecessary delay as in the case of the Pratt Declaration,

' Richard Aniagyei, Ghana Accepts First Batch of US Deportees Under New Agreement,
Information Services Department - Ghana (Sept. 15, 2025), http://isd.gov.gh/ghana-accepts-first-
batch-of-us-deportees-under-new-agreement/

2 Maxwell Agbagba, Cabinet approves U.S. deportees MoU, it’s not a full agreement — Ablakwa
clarifies, MyJoyOnline (Sept. 15, 2025, 1:02 P.M. (GMT)),
https://www.myjoyonline.com/cabinet-approves-u-s-deportees-mou-its-not-a-full-agreement-
ablakwa-clarifies/.

3 Decision to take deportees not an endorsement of Trump’s policy, Ghana says, Reuters (Sept.
15,2025, 8:52 A.M.) https://www.reuters.com/sustainability/society-equity/decision-take-
deportees-not-an-endorsement-trumps-policy-ghana-says-2025-09-15/.
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caused by Defendants’ submission of that declaration in camera and ex parte without notification

to Plaintiffs. As the Court has recognized, the agreement is important to this matter.

Dated: September 15, 2025

Meredyth Yoon*

Samantha C. Hamilton*

Alexandra M. Smolyar*

ASIAN AMERICANS ADVANCING
JUSTICE - ATLANTA

5680 Oakbrook Parkway, Suite 148
Norcross, GA 30093

Telephone: (470) 816-3319
shamilton@advancingjustice-atlanta.org
myoon@advancingjustice-atlanta.org
asmolyar@advancingjustice-atlanta.org

Patrick Taurel (D.C. Bar No.741700)
Gianna Borroto (D.C. Bar No. 90023071)*
GROSSMAN YOUNG & HAMMOND, LLC
4922 Fairmont Avenue

Ste. 200

Bethesda, MD 20814

Telephone: (240) 403-0913
ptaurel@grossmanyoung.com
gborroto@grossmanyoung.com

Respectfully submitted,

/s/ Noah Baron

Noah Baron (D.C. Bar No. 1048319)
ASIAN AMERICANS ADVANCING
JUSTICE-AAJC

1620 L Street, NW, Suite 1050
Washington, D.C. 200036

Telephone: (202) 296-2300
nbaron@advancingjustice-aajc.org

Lee Gelernt (D.D.C. Bar No. NY0408)
Judy Rabinovitz**

Omar C. Jadwat**

AMERICAN CIVIL LIBERTIES
UNION FOUNDATION

125 Broad Street, 18th Floor
New York, NY 10004

(212) 549-2660
lgelernt@aclu.org
jrabinovitz@aclu.org
ojadwat@aclu.org
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My Khanh Ngo (D.D.C. Bar No. CA00219)
AMERICAN CIVIL LIBERTIES UNION
FOUNDATION

425 California Street, Suite 700

San Francisco, CA 94104

(415) 343-0770

mngo@aclu.org

* Admitted pro hac vice
** Pro bono representation certificates
forthcoming



